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6 T A?S^V their History, Scenery, Aria, and Ley ends, 

C f M. Mason, a capital book for the young. Writ 
in a etear, sensible style, and containing picture* of many 
interesting spots, it will, while affording amusement to 
its readers, teach them much that they ought to know 
about their own country, and they will take especial 
pleasure in finding in its pages descriptions of the neigh- 
bourhoods with which they are familiar, ; 


a ca^- /■ 


highly interesting and instructive volume for 
children, giving the history, scenery, arts, and 
legends of the counties of England, Topographical 
order has been observed in the compilation, the 
authoress beginning with Northumberland and 
Durham, and finishing with Sussex and Kent, A 
more entertaining method of instruction could 
hardly he conceived, and the characteristics of each 
county are brought before the mind of the young 
reader in such a vivid manner that a permanent 

i m pressjxjfi is c ertai n to be obtain ed , Y o Ling peopl e 
who leave school in possession of half a dozen 
tl accomplishments/ * 1 often display a lamentable 
ignorance of the most elementary facts connected 
with their own country. Hooks like the present, 
which combine entertainment with instruction, arc 
general favourites, and are of considerable educa- 
tional value. The volume, which has ail excellent 
coloured map and about twenty engravings, is 
published by Batch ards, Piccadilly. 
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The Forty Thieves : their History , Kcanary , Arts, and Legends. B-T 

A 3 nf UlT a e/\W_ W 1 rh nti* j • * 


Chaelotte M. Masson. With twenty-ono illustrations. 
London • Hatchards. 


JuUUUUU : - J 1 1_ *JL 

The fatten of ihia work 16 *?>■£ ™ through the various 

counts of England, describing their principal features and the 
places for which they are most noted, and so familiarising them with 
the geography, as well as some portions of the history, of their 
country# This is done briefly, but in very readable style ; and the 
engravings frequently introduced enable the youthful reader to form 
a clear idea of many of the public buildings and picturesque spots of 
old England. A clear map of England and Wales forms the frontis- 
piece. The writer has intended her book for holiday reading, ns 
well as for educational purposes^ and w'e think she has been fairly 
successful in accomplishing her aim# 


, an ^, legends,” by Charlotte M, Mason, 
(Matchaid'f), is a fairly well-executed attempt to 
tamiiiame English children with their own 
country, Ihe more practical parts, such as 
cesenptiorm of coal-mines, manufactories, <£o. , 
i.ie best executed, although the romantic side of 
T ! a B ^hject has not been altogether neglected. 

°f St* Edmund is remarkably well 
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I- J l ^T IoRiY ^boots' by Charlotte M, Mason, with twenty-one lllustra- 
; °“8 (Hat^arils), is a charming lesson -hook, from which many particulars 
y he gleaned about each county. - 
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The Forty Shires . By Charlotte M. Mason# 
(Hatchards.) 

Tue history, scenery, arts, and legends of each of the 
English counties are here dealt ^ith in a popular and 
pleasing stylgfWMcb will render the volume interest- 
ing to youi% readers who may gather from its pages 
much useful information* Of course very much is" of 
necessity left unsaid, seeing that to thoroughlyrecount 
the legends alone of almost any one of the Shires 
would demand a larger work than is here devoted to 
* the entire subject, hut enough is said to awaken at- 
tention and to ^ive the reader a fair general ac- 
| quaintance with the local industries and associations i 
| of the various counties* 

UU. £ /d/$0 


r A delightful geographical reading-book for the 
Ttr* j^ nes * Forty Shires (8), in which 

Miss Charlotte M. Mason describes the physical 
aspects j the mountains, valleys, and plains, the 
? j ers> * - 9 towns and famous monuments, the 
dustneB and products, of each of the counties 
England, She also supplies an outline of the 
at important events in their history* Children 
book will know a great deal 
than i? 0 !? when they have finished it 

nhi^ft ■ from ordinary school geogra- 

Btrlei L*?' V 1 1 ls 00 simple and conversational in 
you L for the use of very 

a nnmbe/o^ i? he Volume contains a map and 
a number of well executed wood engravings. 

*( fie JTQj’iif Oi ■. ™ ■ — — ~ — 

»& {Watch^dVShif 1 ' 5 ' 0 ^’ Arts, and Legends. By Chariot > M. 

**% viMf j? 

P Ve oue tlw mo 3t Dou I« of this town's Clirutmaa books. 
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The ForsTT Shires : Their History, Scenery, 

Arts, and Legends. By Charlotte M. Mason. 

London : Hate hards, Piccadilly. 

'Phis is a comprehensive work on the English 
Bounties, full of earefully-acpuired informa- 
iion, skilfully presented, and in a style as 
agreeable to the general reader as it will be 
Siting and stimulating to the youthful 
student. The author explains that the 
hook is an attempt to make conceptions 
of the scenery, the labours, and the associa- 
tions of the several shires, real and familiar to 
young readers, and this effort is accomplished 
satisfactorily. As we read we find descriptions 
of the physical characteristics of the counties, 
end their distinguishing features of all kinds’ 
while there is sufficient of biography of great 
jaen introduced to add a real living interest to 
rile scenes through which we are so pleasantly 
and profitably guided. The book is made addi- 
tionally useful by maps, and pretty, pictorially, j 
by numerous illustrations. 


In 1 The Forty Shires,’ Miss C. M. 
Mason, tells, as much as one volume will 
udrnit, of the history, scenery, arts, and 
legends of the counties of England. A 
great deal* of course, has had to be 
omitted, but the writer has made a good 
selection of the most important subjects* 
and teaches a great deal about our country 
hi a very clear and comprehensible way. 
Children will enjoy reading the volume, 
for it is as little of a 2&56®9l-book as the 
good old * Near Home, or Europe de- 
scribed,’ There are twenty-one good il- 
lustrations, and a map of England and 
Wales, ( Price to,) 
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Miss Charlotte M* Mason, in her work oti Tht Forty Shu ts, tht.it 
History, Settiery, Arts, ami Ltgettdtty iiblfcihcd by Hatchafds, Piccadilly, 
London ), has contrived lo give an excellent out Urn: of the geography of 
Engl atari, with much additional information which will be rend with 
avidity by the young. In some cases the counties are grouted together 
for descriptive purposes, when the natural features or the special 
industries nf the localities are of a similar kind* The writer has drawn 
freely from various sources of information, and has produced it most 
readable account of the land in which we live. Twenty-one illustrations 
of remarkable places are given in the volume, which is beautifully 
printed 'anti very handsomely bound. We quote the following as a 
specimen or the contents on the subject of “ ITow Needles arc made: 11 — 

“ It is ij curious thing that nearly all the needles used in England and 
the Coldnies^ as well as in a great part of Europe, arc made in an out- 
of-the-way village, in a farming county. The pretty village of Red- 
ditch, at the foot or the eastern hills, has about a dozen factories, or 
mills, where perhaps seven or eight thousand persons— men, women, 
and children — are employed in needle-making. The mills are large 
buildings with long rows of windows, like other factories, and with 
steam-engines to turn the wheels on which the needles are ground. 
Eut most of the processes are performed by hand, some of them at the 
cottages of the needle-makers. Some thirty different things, by thirty 
different people, are done to each needle before it is ready for use ; and 
it is marvellous how quick each person is in doing the particular bit of 
work he is accustomed to. Sleet wire, of the proper sizes for needles, 
is sent from Sheffield to Redd itch. A workman takes about a hundred 
wires into his hand, and with a strong pair of shears cuts them into 
pieces, just long enough to make two needles. These are made red-hot 
in a furnace, and then rolled over and over with a sort of steel rolling pin 
until they are quite straight. Then the wires go to the pointer, wlu> grinds 
each end to a sharp point. The pointing-room has many small grind- 
stones, all turning round at a wonderful rate— two thousand times a 
minute. The grinder sits on a stool or f horse/ and bends over the 
stone. Over his mouth he wraps a large handkerchief, and as he cam do 
his w ork nearly as well in the dark as in the light, he is sometimes only 
to be seen by the bright cone of sparks which come from the steel he is 
grinding. His face looks pale, and sve know he is doing work which 
will soon kill him; the sparks and the dust from the steel and the 
grindstone, bring on a disease called 1 grinders’ asthma/ The grinders 
jget high wages and do but little work, because their calling is so 
dangerous, though recent inventions have lessened the danger some- 
what. The pointer takes fifty or a hundred needle-wires in his hand at 
once, and twii Is them round against the revolving stone. So rapid are 
his movements that he can get through ten thousand in an hour. The 
next thing is to pierce two holes through each wire, the eyes of the two 
needles. The wires are kid, one by one, under a heavy stone stamping 
machine with « jj t i] e taised die U|Kjn it lhc size of a needle’s eye, which 
makes a groove where (he eye should lie ; the workman works this 
machine with his foot, and places the needle- wires with his hand; 
though each lias to be done separately, he stamps eight thousand needles 
In nn hntir. Then a Ixiy pierces the eve through, and another boy runs 

lhT "7> 'he hole*, .<> tlaal ii«, e j, * rove nf needles Utl 

i'Tp £* *« broken between the two 

^ ™<*!**- 

Hwy 11*4, ii.ri.twi, poi^h,,. * Ll] many lap* from lit lit; hammers, 

1 ‘ vc luiitr r , ri ilcMiril,,- ihev ' a,,| l i, ■ * Jr , s ,](.mv to them them we 


t mow I* done to i 
1 !n(u packets for sale." 
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77 /f iw/y ; their History , Scenery , yfr/r, £*&/ 

Legends . By CHARLOTTE M, Mason, (London; 
Hatehards, i8Sj,) Crown 8?o. Fp. xiiL 400* 

If our children do not grow up with an intelligent 
love of antiquity, it will not be because they did not 
possess advantages that their fathers knew not of. 
The book before 11s attempts, and on the whole suc- 
cessfully, to give an account of England in the only 
way, says the author most truly, in which it can be 
given— county by county. The information she has 
collected is not erudite, but then it is useful and very 
pleasantly related. She dips into many little by- 
paths of the past that indicate, by delicate touches, 
the distinctive peculiarities of the Forty Shires ; and 
we cordially recommend the book to those who wish 
to place in their children's hands a prize or a present 
which will tell them a little of the great country they 
live in, its resources, and some of its grand antiquity. 
The work is very well illustrated, and has also a good 
map, ' 
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h»inmEnglaiiJ ifsfi™Uf di.lionar.vt.nJ 
somt. of tni.Ltlulions from <-ir.-ok 

•HtiiDri Ho publish «1 one of the earliest 
manuals of dongle luvd^na. poking 

thereby tho dispW.rii *f the 
empiric of bin time It is Mid he made n 
b^miing with " history of England- Ho 
certainly wns one of (he onrliwi Kngfeh 
writers upon education, and Ainnug tlio hr&t 
to vindicate for his own language what 
Cicero centuries before had claimed for 
Latin* ihtt p. over, via., of express^* the 
thoughts of hi* contemporeries with turre, 
eloquence?, and precision . 1 1 1 ■ lived the lifo 

of a in nn nf letters nnd study, and ho 
was ft diplomatist and a piiliticion. His 
dn«0 and Ultimate friendships more than 
once brought liiui into peril or suspicion, 
for he was ft familiar in the household of 
Sir Thomas More and a prirno favomito 
of that great and ningnaniiiious gentleman. 
Corditud Wolsej when in Hie plenitude of 
hiK power brought him under tho notice 
of Henry YITI-, whom ho served more than 
once pfi ambassador ; and Thomas, Lord 
Cromwell, when ho grew to greafcnese, found 
it necessary ttl pntronlre him. Ho become 
one of the commissioned for inspecting 
tho monasteries, whoso day hod tomo, and 
when they wore euppressud he begged to 
share in the spoils. He died thildlosa* 
His books went through edition after edition 
during his lifetime; they Intro become 
among the very rarest, volumes which 
bibliomaniac? gloat over; yet they did their 
work nnd he received Ids reward. Posterity 
scarcely knows his name, and hut for such, 
students a* Mr. Croft would have forgotten 
that be over was n prominent persomj go in 
rjMwntfnl tttrr f> 

* l 4 The Gouernour/ ” says Mr, Croft, "may 
very fairiv be described as tin? earliest treatise 
on moral philosophy in tho English biti- 
guage" ; yet ho adds, 44 For ou&persoa at the 
present day who 1ms heard of the existence 
of such a book, one hundred might probably 
Lave been counted in the sixteenth century 
who had almost got it by heart, 1 11 Tho book, 
we tire told, was published first in 1330-31, 
and the author’s principal object was, as he 
himself said, "'to inMnict men iu such 
venues as shall be expedient for them which 
shall have author jtie in n wenlo publike, 1 1 
That he should have drawn freely from thu 
ethical writers of his own age and have laid 
them and others under contribution is only 
what every man of alert and comprehensive 
intellect must needs do, toneuiously or ufitidu- 
ocitmsly; and the morn original a thinker ho 
is n the more sure he is not to ncglecit the ac- 
cumulated wisdom and experience of those 
who have preceded 1dm in thu realms of 
Epwruhiti on ur discovery . Whether Elyot is, 
titr-r ofnro, to bo suspected of uny Wpploa cH to 
petty pbigiariom, oh Mr. OryiL mwoui half 
infilled to fear, is much to be doubted, 
” hnn two contemporary nr nearly con- 
teniporayy writers treat of the sinno mitriocts, 
it is almost inevitable that lW should 
express Lhi* same views, adopt, the same 
TnHLiod of treatment, um tins mma ilhisLra- 
, an ' Jml employ frequently tho same 
language. It does nut follow tliat the on a 
borrowed from the oilier without acknow- 
ledgment. Xt, writer or thinker is so fur 
m advance of hi* ttgu, especially if he live 
in n tram of peculiar iulyUectual activity' 
ns to bo something quite other than the 


spokesman of hi* gone ration. New Mean 
and now views and itisy proem are 44 in tho 
air” for long ljufere tin man of consam- 
mnte genius seltes tlion, and, by making 
them his servants, nl air s thorn *& in soma 
twma his own. Hut ti 1 tlila hup puna they 
are played with hero i nd thorn by more 
than rmn or two* who i suffer tho winged 
thoughts to settio for i , while upon their 
pen® and then again in take (light, only 
ancp more to a tight and lo he caught ut la*t T 
Of course 4 Tho Ooiu rhour 1 bristles with 
learning, ftttch ns it tfr -it is the learning 
of tho sixteenth century and to us it savours 
of pedantry : but the re d value of tho book 
lies in the freedom wjj i which tho author 
imports new words into ho vocabulary which 
ho found ready to iii 4 band, and in the 
frequency with which ho refer* to tho 
manners and customs of his own ago. This 
gives fo such. ira cut Lor i& Mr. Croft infinite 
opportunity for display! jg bk wide reading 
and for appearing in tin character of a com- 
mentator and lexicugraj her. 11 ow full* not 
to say exhaustive, ids »mmcntary is may 
be inferred from tho fi Lt that Sir Thomas 
Elyut’s small octavo ms been expanded 
into two thick quarto V damns, Lho original 
text being supg demented by at least ilvu 
times tho amount of matter contained in tho 
notes, witilo Hio glossary eccupioa nearly 
two hundred closely printed pages. So 
minute and mkroseopic, indeed, are the 
notes, and at tho Barnet" time so discursive, 
that it would ho rasp to pronounca an 
opinion us to wind may v>t bo found in ilium ; 
and the Piofcesor of pntin nt Cambridge 
could hardly Imvo surkwed Mix Croft in 
thoroughness, not to saj difiugeg^ga had ho 
«ij i L«i. lIl - *U-4fliiP - - Vi Till 

of evclopmdtn of the manner*, literature, 
and law of the hrst half of the sixteenth 
century in England, tank ns probably tan be 
found nowhere el&a iu the same i.'Qiupuiy. 
It is in the glossary at the end of his second 
volume that ilr, Croft has done a real and 
solid porvico to F,ngitslj pliiloiogy f and laid 
the students of our vary Literature under a 
lasting obligation, S4me notion may ho 
formed of tho vast scaly on which this glos- 
sary has been carried oit when it is known 
that it coni a ins more natter than is to be 
found in dither of the Mj lames of Mr. Ilalli- 
well - Fhillippji’s well- known Dicti o n a ry, 
and Lhis L bough the cdter does not profess 
to notice words of *rdinLuy ocicuii'encre. 
Whan he does got ajou u word of ambi- 
guous meaning, duldtiui etymology, or other- 
wise calling for diaau&^on und explanation, 
Litin) himself has tu jt iiwplaycd more kooI. 
Thus, on thu word “ke 11 — u word which 
has long been a piwd® to otymelogTta— abt 
closely printed *» ™ 

- jeopan liw : ^r:'+WhVr <**r. ’ (yeoman 
Lon : while to that wui,i 

(cockney) no less soventeen urc gtveu ; 
and wo could ill fttfoi'J |o f ?P* uf tbem - 
If Hir Tlio mas S^ 1 . bD ° k ^ era uttt3rJ Jf 
devoid of intrinsic m ' ni ' V \ lF T 
only a iiunri - p^f "T fur tki ' 

muiquEtry and tb® buokw«m r no num 
iuWgmro caoll fegret that Mr. Croft 
thought others, ff ^ 'T * 10 ,US 
favourite author M h " n on | ^ UI S years 
af profound 4Hl l«^ * ^ elaborate 

this romurkahlif , . , 

Strango to lIim bo 'jh 

is one Wldek We e Wted 


from so mins taking and eonaduntiouiii an 
editor. The get-up of tho vol unies b perfect^ 
nnd tho capita of Holbein 1 * portraits at 
Windsor (Jn&tiu arc good uxaiuploe of tho 
autotype pn mesa . But when M r. Croft denla 
with bibliography hnshuWH a strange umpti- 
tudo far that occult w ivneo. IncompaTahly 
rare ilh all Hlyot’a books are, thoro i® hardly 
an attempt made to deal with the diflieulfc 
question of the several editions, nor a single 
1 ac-eioiilo of u titlo-pngn, nor, in fact, any 
iutplligihlo descriplioij. of any onn of thn 
curious hooldingsi which Hlyot siw through 
the press during hin lifetime. Even tho 
eight pages which Mr. Croft has spent 
upon the 4 Castel of Helth ’ exhibit be- 
wihlermont uf mind, and leave the render 
in doubt whether ho has learned anything 
or whether bis author really had anything 
to reveal. Of coiirso the book is very 
scares yet the facts a re plain enough and 
"imply amount to this, viz., ihnt the ■ Castel 
of Heltii 1 wna isgueil in the first instanco 
with nn oriuimentnl bordet, oa which tho 
date 1534 was engraved. Tn subsequent 
editions thk, which was in fact the title, was 
retained, tis was the usual practise* tha date 
of any new impress ion being sometimes 
added and sometimes not. Why this should 
present nnv difficulty to Mr. Croft we cannot 
im det&tand. Certainly itt a copy of t he book 
whiek lies before us as we write the titlo 
has the old w oodcut border with tho original 
date , and inside this border there is printed 
large nnd dear, "Tim Castel of Helth, 
Corrected and in sonin place* augmented* by 
tho first author thereof, Sir Thomas Elyot, 
Knight, they ere of our Lordo I541,” 1 
Wo have only one word more to add. It 

t. trt >io t-wtutH'wl .that "HIV esfironrl 

edition of these costly volumes* with all their 
wealth of c omm ent and illustration, wilL bo 
soon colled, for by tha reading public. Tho 
editor has won Ids spurs a* a M-lmlar and 
man of learning, mid bis reputation as sueh 
i* assured — probublv in achieving this ho 
has got tho wish of bis heart ; but if he 
has n kindly feeling for those students whoso 
gratitude is worth having midthtyir apprecia- 
tion worth considering* but who yet cannot 
afford to purchase *r> large a work in its 
present form, ho will print for (hum an 
edition of tho glossary ns a distinct volume, 
and he w ill iu doing so deserve and. doubt- 
loss earn tlieir blueing. 


HOTELS OF THE WEEK. 

A Child of JVijttttv. By Bobert Buchanan, 
it vols. (Bentley iS Sou,) 

Flora JLpfoirn* Marriege. By Iji wTcncc 
Brooke. S voltf+ (S. Tiusloy &. Co.) 

A -SYory of Autumn. By Mrs. Cbmyna Carr* 
(JiL'IiLiUgtoU tV Go.) 

An ZTnlcAsoned Gut. By Mrs. Herbert 
Martin. 2 vol*. [Marcus ard & Co.) 
Shudom in tins Sunlight By E, Owona 
Black bume. 3 vuls. (C, Brooks & Co*) 
A Mtidtrn Sphinx. By Major E. Hogers. 
3 Tabu (Maxwell.) 

Mu. BfCHAMAw'ii novel scums to bo in- 
tended as a kind of protest against tin? 
maxtm that 11 it is wall to be ollf with the old 
kjvu brsfure you iiry on with tin? new," At 
lusitii, tho conduct in which two of tho porson- 
agus, who aro on gaged to encli otiirr, uiduigB 
thetnablvos unrufjrevcd warrants that con- 
clusion. There is sumo cxenso for the bidy, 
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for siu» at borvmy Gw* 

l 5 or betrothal i« » *;e of **«“£ thn 

*’ Child erf Nature. Viler t hut it « but. 

natural that *h* JSS? 11 

the sBitiiP trmtiMpnt from iho CMM of 
Nature V* brother. The odd tbnp, how* 
over, is that nil _ parties jpmmn oa th* 
whole, excel lonl ihend*. Mina Macdonald 
(Iho '* Child of Naturo "} turn, indeed, some 
kind of a fever oa Ira&nng that her lover is 
already ongngod, a fenuoious old Hig i* 
lander' her focter-fathor (who fllwnya speak* 
of himself in the third person mngwlmr 
feminine, hut otherwise ueea ehirnv Lowlnnh 
formal. dwa Irish efit to murder Ethel Sodley* 
the fi anrte: but otherwise the coiira aiuttim* 
lore now rmiBrin bly smooth , Sir Ch nrles 
g^er, Ethel’s f rather, is tho penson who 
infers most from the state of nffnins, for lie 
yfnhea the originally intended rourriugo to 
pome about ; but oven ha submits, and ends 
by leaving his daughter to travel by herself 
in Switjcerljuidj, where she meets and 
promptly engages horsolf to Graham Mac* 
don aid, her former "young man” haring 
already formally given her up-— with best 
wishes on both sides, and, indeed, some 
active help on her part— in favour of the 
•« Child of Nature. 1 f The story’ h. in fact, ft 
foolish one enough. The author either 
cannot, or does not take tho trouble to 
make acqufltnfanoo with hi* own characters. 
If he did, ho would see that such a trans- 
formation as takes place in "Eiho-l Fedloy 
between her first appearance and her last is 
something quite hoyondthc woman’s prero- 
gative of variety and mutability. Knthnrina 
is nothing to her, and in this case there is no 
Potmrliio, Tho descriptions of Highland 
BMnoTOwmddb^yoterBmOb^ nr*t "Mr TO neb 
rather overstocked the nuirliot already with 
that commodity. Moreover, Mr, Huchanon 
is not always elegant in his imagery : 
f ' spittle " ifl hardly* pretty word to indicate 
the founi of a torrent in flood- When w r o 
have called the author's, attention to tho fact 
that iv loom is not a spinning- wheel, and 
that a baronet is not n nobleman except in 
Dartmoor Prison, wo shall have done our 
duty r by ' A Child of Nature. 1 

* Flora Hepburn’s Marriage ! is Em unfor- 
tunutc book in this respect, that both the 
beginning and thr? end, the places at which 
it will be attacked first, are by no means 
equal to tho middle. In tho opening 
chapters the detail is too minute and tho 
story is not broken into quickly enough ; 
but when those are passed, the reader finds 
himsidf i rj th© beginning of what turns out 
to be one of tho pjottieit and best -told love 
stent*, that hove been offered to him for u 
:™j? ” In 1 0 ’ Tt i* particularly disappointing 
o trad tho story come to uuch a poor renclu- 
ttum If .t wcrD not that tha Wu — lIjc 
TK tfortunate Mr. Gbarteris plays that part so 
ter a* Vi ha*i to bu played— is so well per- 
trayeck cm© would have *u*p^oted that the 
auttitifr Wfi5 11 woman- and oven with this 
presumption aguiuit attB fr a cormWmn, one 
urn hardly batter© that a man would have 
7, ue to deal out what 

IS: T '* Vfthufr, luafcko to the heroine. 
Sit i treated her lover very nn- 
worthily but repentance and time might 
I ' juqtihna her are&ptam^ ol the man 
whu would have given her a chance of end- 
ing tier day® more happily than by wearing- 
them out in alms&sed mid in prayer in the 


depth of tho count y* alone, and four iriilee 
from o railway ^ ^ 

The pretty but h ihyr said story of Mndgo 
Cmvou'i one reman i® > fl told by Mrs. Oomyna 
Carr with artifttiu nk ib The interest centres In 
the hcniiue, there 1 eing but little uharneter 
about Arthur Ducn to, though ho Is repre- 
fientfil us a gentle Ian* and one who does 
not willingly wrono tho girl whose heart he 
wins before he rofili P™ that his first love is 
not lost to him. Of Rnchel we hoar but 
little, except the de option of her physical 
beaut v. A few ode hies and affectation* in 
spoiling and in the familiar use of w®da 
rSber dctrncl from plfioetDreof an other- 
wise well-written " ,« , -u j 

Mrs. Herbert ^ ho romomborod 

as the author of ' B^nnio Lesley Her new 
book. 1 An Unlearn M Girl/ though more 
ambitious, is not niMv WftU worth rend- 
ing. No doubt theP was great tejnptation 
to hrr*. Martin to lb' Lor at ;i more 

considomble booit fa P^i^ of ^ngth thxia 
either of licr formed works. The miDCMS of 
the first was fairly gained by the second, 

| For tv Bream’s ^aka. 1 Unforttinately, 
either she set aboti* her tank without ade- 
quate preparation, <W else she has not yet 
hud practice enoughft® so longa story 
ns that of 1 An Unmanned Girl.' Possibly 
Lf she had noraprofcnd it into otio volumo 
it might have appen^l not remarkably in- 
ferior to her other liooks; that is the best 
that can bo said of ^ The incidents nro 
ciraimonplaco ; tho fbn meter of tho heroine 
eon bear no comfmriwn with " Bonmo 
Losley,” and those rf the two principal moo 
are really 1 amenta lb failures. It is un- 
aeecmntflWfl that M* Martin should have 

1 • =, 1^+tLuC.iI 1- v re fc-lz ar,i- ^ 

faornil figureg. 

* Shadow* in tho Sunlight 1 i& also I 
inferior te its nuthar’fl former novels 
Miss Blackburn b is happier when engaged 
on the patriotic task of introducing 
Irish character and customs to the know- 
ledge of the reading public, a task for 
which aim has several times shown her 
qualifications- Wo do not recognise any 
porulinrte local traits about the actors in 
the present story, except, perhaps, the sus- 
picion and nntreribMness which form one of 
the darker sidea of the national dumdar. 
But such a monger of treat Jiery and 
revenge :is Rose Dcphorty is improbable in 
liny country, tiiougl" possible in nil. The 
malignity with which she pursues her knp- 
Icj-.h mistress I* only «urpuSRed by tho 

infatuation with witch Kate FrcncJi mite 
herself into* Iter servant’s power, Tlie 
notion of poaseioiing.il stranger with u false 
Idea of her husband 1 * jealousy „ and ol 


form in Colburn 1 a Umiftl gtrrtc* 
in u qumJSL-military roniaoce. Tho scoua h 
Ijiid cniofly in Dcmcrara and there is m u eh 
attractive local colouring, Tho plot ib fear- 
fully involved — »o uiuili su T intteerd, that 
most tenders will abandon in weariuosg 
tho attempt to imnivol it. It turns a good 
deal on a disputed ftuccf'ssion to t-Mtictcs, 
and tho reader is obliged t<i turn back con- 
tLuuaUy tu find out, often without sutitOB®, 
who is who. TSie heroine CreciUnn is a half - 
caste, and it is difficult, therefore^ to uu- 
diwirtand tho devution of which (dm was tho 
object on Uic part of several British officers, 
wliu are notoriously prejudiewh and would, 
ns a ride, shrink from proposing to Yunus if 
tho goddess were anapected of being a holf-- 
c*ste . There are many other i mpTobabi hties 
in _ tho book beforo us, and Ibore is soms* 
tiling repidsivo to the moral j*ense in the 
pursuit, with dishonourable motives, by a 
British officer of u girl who afteiwaidH 
turns out to bo Mg nwu daughter. The 
notorious Dtiputy-Iii^rtor-GyrieiM of Hos- 
pitals, Barry, who on his dentil, some twenty 
years ago, was discovered to he a woman, i* 
introduced into the stony', 01 the others wo 
can only *ay that few secure our sympathy, 
whilo sovurnl nro positively repulsive Tho 
author is evidently proud of his French, but 
his aoqiuufdftiice with tho lun gunge is not 
oxtensivs. 


delllieratd lying as~5o the existenef "f the ^ 

‘ uring her | Th(j tee is timbre ter ns dio former sro 


ebild she i i mi *. 

buaband 11 * l»>vc is rertJihdT TTt hern m urn it* 
perversity, though wo trt'f 1 P r(K 

reeding, fweti in nno. se ib^cted wrrii pas- 
sil ’Q Tlio clinracto.- ut B^naM Power, 

the selfish father of the W Adeen ia oho 
which we fancy we bite* *** Wlth before, 
end, on the whule. :h^ °, ri : 

of conception to 

^F^irm product by t>™- *** 

ttoin It i s to £T hoped the wMl return 

to toftre thi-tir * ^ carJi er nntl 

i 1 - ^ f wkkb, mulor the 


msToan-Au axd axtiquaeiax nrsmuATioss. 

Ix tile praheo to lhc Forty Slit Pcs : thtir fite 
hry, Sceo\ ery, .4 rt.* T tin d Ltgmtfir f bhitetinrda} 
Mies Charlotte M. Msaon snyi tlist thh U a 
hook for diilil ron. Had we not received authentic 
information on the point we should norer have 
siispcctod, this. The style is bhmL pure, s«id_ 
Bim pie, &o LimL people of any ulnj may antitfr- 
Bttuiii k T and the subjects tresied of arc mostly 
of w kind that ihtmld interest nien and women 
of jtE] itiur mi# of growths. IVn haps many 
children will renui it ; but if ite pei'iiEiil bu ctnj- 
fino d to the young it will ho r misfeuttme ter 
their elders. Ilia idea of tlu» book h simple ; 
it is to tell in a tew psiges and in u popular- 
innhi n-r whnt lets struck the author us the 
moat intercatiug farts imd fancies cuneernin? 
each of the English counties. Such a work 
might be done on an onormoiia scLile or cut 
down to a mere pamphlet. A wise person 
might make it. in*tnictive T nnd n foalkh one cer- 
teiidy tt;ould juakd it either dull or silly. Miaa 
Mason is never diiU, and rarely tdk loir readers 
thing* Which A i^ not go«l and pleasant tu know, 
IVe should imagine* from tho evident cjwsi takim 
with the dLacriptioos.'thst there is hardly a elnru 
that she lia* not visited, though of wniw much 
of her m/arsiatom comes from printed &i>urcea. 
Though we have detected Mtil» puaitive ciawre- 
and £ cetiauns oiUiBsteiu in a book uf this sort 
woald show misaj-ipreheiiHUUi of it* object—]* 
clear llmt .DoV 0 U 3 hire + Cornwall, and tJie 
northern ouimtiet arc either bettor known or 
more fully appreciated than the rest of 


concerned liu is receiving Instruction from a 
native s u* to thtt rest of England, he te reading 
the imnressiona of m intelligent tnrealltf, ^h& 
has rapidly gone freiu pkwe to place, heard and 
seen ul.-i.ny nutewortliy tilings, end Umju mad* 
guod uiaof guidebook* and wm-ks of 
reterenco. The errora, we have niuI, are tew. 
amung them must b, com * ted the 
■totement that the objeat known 0* 
jewed" W'fin imce the preperty of the king- 
lUnay hare bean, <ted we thmk it prebahty vva*. 
but tLrre h uni proof th.it the rl-Jfred who liad 
it mode es identical with tlie sovureug of tin, 
aaitthrru English, The dejcnjitern of tlw TAre 
on the Sorem u very good, butittsa niuteko 


A / CM, U¥lr% 
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j x the preface to Th& Forty Shires; their JJ^- 
tor*t> Scenery, Arts, and Legends (Hatelmrds) 
Miss Charlotte M. Mason says that tins is a 
booh for children. Had we not received authentic 
information on the point we should never have 
suspected this. The style is good, pure, and 
simple, so that people of any age may under- 
stand it, and the subjects treated (if are mostly 
of a kind that should interest men and women 
of all manner of growths* We hope many 
children will read it ; but if its perusal be con- 
fined to the young it will he a misfortune for 
their elders* The idea of the hook is simple ; 
it is to tell iri a few pages and in a popular 
manner what lias struck the author as the 
most interesting facts and fancies concerning 
each of the English counties. Such a work 
might be done on an enormous scale or cut 
down to a mere pamphlet. A wise person 
might make it instructive, and a foolish one cer- 
tainly would make it cither dull or silly. Miss 
Mason is never dull, and rarely tells her readers 
things which it is not good and pleasant to know. 
We should imagine, from the evident care taken 
with the descriptions, that there is hardly a shire 
that she has not visited, though of course much 
of her information comes from printed sources* 
Though we have detected little positive error — 
and to censure omissions in a book of this sort 
would show misapprehension of its object— it 
seems clear that Devonshire, Cornwall, and the 
northern counties are either better known or 
more fully appreciated than the rest of England* 
The reader feels that so far as the former are 
concerned he is receiving instruction from a 
native ; as to the rest of England, lie is reading 
the impressions of an intelligent traveller, who 
has rapidly gone from place to place, heard and 
seen many noteworthy tilings, and then made 
good use of guide-books and works of popular 
reference* The errors, we have said, are few; 
among them must he counted the unqualified 
statement that the object known as £ i Alfred's 
jewel” was once the property of the hero king* 

It may have been, and we think it probably was, 
but there is no proof that the Alfred who had 
it made is identical with the sovereign of the 
southern English. The description of the Bore 
on the Severn k vurf good, bat it ia a miatako t-.> 
lead poop\u to think that the similar phenomenon 
when seen mi the Trent goes by that name. No 
Trent- aider would understand what Mitm Mjlsow 
itiuaut if she talked to him of the He 

‘tails*, it Age3f oi- Egor, a word which purists will 
probably admit fct» by good book English, cm it 
l ha* been use d by Joshua Bpiiggm the historian h 
victories. Dryden, atid Miss tngulow. 
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Tha Forty $k irtt. Ey Charlotte M. Mwtom— 
London r Hatchards, Piccadilly, 1&0I. 
Tim work might W descri bed ,1 s a Dugdule 
in Hexto-tteeiinQ far the net? of children. Jn 
a man nor, too, it resomlilra Mr. Pfoki'iisy 
“ unconventional rj handbooko ; that is to eaj 
it convey* information in a chatty and plea- 
sant form, and muat leave even the jaoAt 
desultory reader wiser than when he Wan. 
That part of it which deala with the physical 
geography of our country win probably be 
largely skipped. So many works of" this 
kind of the « reading without tears ” typo 
have appeared lately, that wo imagine most, 
children have found them out, and are begin- 
ning to look upon theta as a sort of sugared 
pi ll r 313 much he avoided a* the unadorned 
physic. Euf the stories connected with each 
of the forty abircs, terrible milling adven- 
tures, exploits of a Grace Darling, fogcud* of 
mi Oswy or a Penda, all iheae should bind 
devoted readers, and make Hiss Mnsone 
handsome little book one of the season’s sue** 
ceases in its own line. An excellent map of 
j England and several vary delicate, pretty 
i dliistmtiona would uiako its pnWfi complete, 
l were it not Lhat fbe antlior has to be bom- 
I mended for the pregnant simplicity of her 
I *tyje and Lor excellent method. Aa an 
illustration of tho former this <; not at Eon 
1 might very fairly stand :— 

i * h y *Ms part of Knglantl 

aliouM be full of deep valleys, and lakes, and 
Waterfalls ? 

Ages before man lived upon the earth, this 
land of cure underwent strange changes. The se 
north era hills worn, at one time, buri ed under 
ice-sheets and glad era j such sheets of mow and 
lea as are now to l» found in Greenland, ],„ n . 

P^P 5 thousands, of feet ir, tliieWm 
ihu line snow gathered on the mountain -to pa, 
awl wa* only got rid of by Icing frozen into a 
eneet Winch was always mooing down, very 
very slowly, to the lowest land it could reach * 
or, the great Me-rivtr would thrust itadf into 
the sea. Of course those ict- rivers grind down 
the hard rocks over which they travel, grind 
them and pound them into mud. Great iraff- 
inon^ am brokOu bfT, toe, and frozen into the 
ice-m-cr, and slowly carried away. Where the 
icc-sheefe descended from the mountains natu- 
gSt 1 f™ Alitl » tlio greatest force, 

IrU kolloww were ttcanped out of the 

1 Jfortheni England is no longer under ihesa 
slow-moving rivers of ice ; the climate lias be- 
come m mu eh warmer that the snow will not 
lodge r^u . tlju highest mountaiu-tops for moro 
tljaii a iuw mouths hi Uu? vcai r. Tint t3u-,v nro 
Ktiill tracts of tho time when this green mi J 
ptuammt mountain country lay usdor lsirtHtuo] 
and enuw : the d,eup hollows iu which tho 
Enkcn ha ; the lung, dlnL v alloy*, which havo 
Ijyeti worn smooth by the iee-riverH tm their 
alow way to the aim; and, huge LquMcih. senttcred 
over hill and vale, scratched all over with 
straight lines in a uurioiu way. 

Miss Hasan tskea the wn n ties one by one* 
and proceeds after a general survey to a short 
account, of the abveral large towiiH aud I bo 
diatncUi that have either ronmotio or prae- 
tical interest for -Kfogltehmcir, Thus iu 
immediate precedence to the above citation 
we Itave, of course, Marie* of Wordsworth 
and extract* from him ; the latter, by I be 
way, very forcibly ilhiBlrating the lC useful 
inforiuatb,m " character of some of his prnntli, 
Jrritaeutly wa toms to tht* 111 ruling and tuiaiug 
u hr i iet n, and ho no the title professes we nro 
unreduced to 1J The Forty 8 b ires ; their 

111 story, Seeuoiy, Arts, and Legends ,' r Solid 
hard Work, such OH thirt bonk ban demanded 
fiinllug its way into m readable a form. 
rvoH very warm thanks. 
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''The Forty 
Shires ; their ME* 
lory. Scenery. 
Arts, md Le. 
Rends. 1 ' by Char- 
iQltc M. Mjjfln. Js 
il capital reading 
book for children 
who ore fib3<~ to 
read fluently but 
are not advanced 
cooiifth for i he 
Usual Hivtorieft. li 

ip brief account ef 

Ills English conn- 
lies. .Sometimes 
Jaken sepama-y. 
Somptimes in 
SroupFt, written in 
a simple nntE l n - 
U'j coring manner 
and enlivened with 
a lew ilEusirntions. 


Ilg- 
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A very admirable work for young people, 
entitled The Fort)) Shires (Hatchards find Co.), has 
been written by Miss Charlotte Mason. It is, as 
the name implies, a history of the geography of Eng- 
land ; and it is excellently adapted to awaken an 
mtei est in the minds of the young in the familiar 
features of their own. country, while it contains 
an amount of information which we suspect many 
older folks would find quite as novel to them as to 
their children. We have read the book with great 
pleasure, and we recommeud it heartily. 
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ALL the purposes of a school prize are well fulfilled in Mrs, 
Mason's interesting account of the English shires. It contains 
a store of useful information told in interesting style, and 
relieved by anecdote and legend. The dry facts of a school 
geography of England are very well supplemented by this 
work ; and a more genuine knowledge of the geographical 
characteristics of our country might be gained by its perusal 
than by a very long continued application to school manuals 
of geography. The descriptions of the industries, the arts, 
and the scenery of the various counties are always of a very 
readable and instructive character, and the historical sketches 
and legends will doubtless give the work an additional interest 
in the eyes of young readers. As a specimen of the mode of 
treatment we may take the series of chapters on the county of 
York. Commencing with a preliminary chapter on the lead* 
ing features of the geography of the county, our authoress 
gives next a description of the dales and western moors. This 
is followed by a chapter on the great centres of cloth 
manufacture, and this 'again by a very interesting 
account of the manufacture of steel implements in Sheffield, 
under the heading " Knives and Forks. 1 ' After a short 
description of the Vale of York, a sixth chapter is commenced 
dealing with the historical legends of the ancient city of York 
during the days of Romans, Saxons, Normans, Plantagenets, 
and Stuarts, The final chapter on the county deals With the 
sea- board. In a similarly % f arhed manner each of the English 

counties is treated. The book contains a large number of well 
executed illustrations. 


